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Como gedgraf@s, que trabajamos en el territorio junto al pueblo mapuche, nos hacemos parte del dolor de la
familia y Lof del pefii/lamngen Camilo Catrillanca, asesinado cobardemente por Carabineros de Chile el pasado
miércoles 14 de noviembre en Temucuicui Tradicional, Ercilla. Este episodio ocurre en el marco de la violencia
policial y politica ejercida por el Estado chileno hacia los Lof mapuche en resistencia en diversos territorios del
Wallmapu, que hoy ejercen control sobre sus territorios. Manifestamos nuestro rechazo al innecesario uso de
fuerza policial en la comunidad de Temucuicui, vulnerando los derechos de nifias, nifios y adolescentes expuestos
a constantes allanamientos y violentos operativos policiales. Por este motivo, exigimos la desmilitarizacién de
Wallmapu, la salida del Grupo de Operaciones Policiales Especiales (GOPE) y Comando Jungla de la regién de
la Araucania, asi como la renuncia del ministro del interior de Chile, Andrés Chadwick, uno de los principales
responsables de estos eventos.

La violencia colonial en Wallmapu ejercida por los Estados Nacionales de Chile y Argentina desde sus inicios, a
través de acumulacién por desposesion, derivo en la apropiacion de territorio mapuche para el ejercicio de poder
soberano, instrumentalizandolo, segln las pautas del mercado y del pensamiento moderno, para convertirlo en
propiedad. Hoy en dia, la continuidad de la practica del colonialismo interno sigue recayendo sobre el conocimiento
y las practicas territoriales de nuestro pueblo, imponiendo mediante la fuerza, una politica de negacién que
encarcela y asesina a nuestros jovenes weychafe y autoridades mapuche — logko, werkén, machi —.

La comunidad Temucuicui, territorio de Huequén, actual comuna de Ercilla, es un ejemplo de resistencia territorial
en Wallmapu, siendo la comunidad que mayor extension de tierras ha logrado recuperar durante las Ultimas
décadas, primero, con el fundo Alaska y, posteriormente, con la recuperacion del fundo La Romana y Montenegro,
gue se encontraban bajo el control de forestales y latifundistas. El pefii/lamngen Camilo Catrillanca, fue uno de los
weychafe que entreg6 su vida en este proceso de recuperacion territorial. Cuando este territorio fue recuperado,
se juré que en él no volveria a entrar la policia, ni el Estado. Es por este motivo que, a pesar de la represion
instalada aquel tragico dia, el pefiilamngen Camilo Catrillanca avanzé con su tractor, ejerciendo con su cuerpo el
control territorial y su derecho a la autonomia.

Creemos que la sistematica represion policial realizada por las unidades de operaciones especiales de carabineros
GOPE Yy en particular del “Comando Jungla” en Wallmapu, no sélo entorpece los constantes esfuerzos de dialogo
entre comunidades mapuche, sociedad chilena y Estado, sino que también incita a la violencia en un territorio
histéricamente intervenido y empobrecido por la sociedad dominante, creando una geografia del terror tal como
se ha hecho en Colombia sobre los pueblos originarios y afrodescendientes que ejercen su territorialidad y libre
determinacion. Por otro lado, el modelo extractivo que promueve el Estado de Chile sobre nuestros territorios es
una geopolitica de la muerte, que atenta contra el ixofillmongen, es decir, sobre todas las formas de vida sin
excepcion alguna. Ngen, leufu, lemu, ufium, wingkul, mallin, entre muchas otras entidades que entran en relacion
con la existencia mapuche, hoy se encuentran amenazadas, generando violencia estructural, epistémica y
ontolégica. Afectando al Az Mapu, orden territorial mapuche, se afecta la existencia de nuestro pueblo. A lo anterior
se suma el accionar de los medios de comunicacion oficiales que ha construido un imaginario geogréfico sobre la
“zona roja del conflicto mapuche”, y el terrorismo étnico, promoviendo la violencia simbdlica que criminaliza el
legitimo derecho a la resistencia de un pueblo, e incitando discursos racistas en la sociedad chilena. La lucha por
el territorio, no es terrorismo, lalucha del pueblo mapuche es territorialista, no terrorista.

La geografia, como ciencia social, tiene una deuda pendiente con el pueblo mapuche, que se devela en su silencio
complice frente a una disputa territorial historica en Chile. Esta resistencia a la apertura de estos temas, que son
urgentes e intimamente ligados a nuestro quehacer, es problematica. Si bien en Chile, hay gedgraf@s que han
estado trabajando con comunidades mapuche en los Ultimos 20 afios, cuyos trabajos han sido publicados y
expuestos en congresos, las discusiones se mantienen en una esfera marginal. Mientras tanto, vemos como en la
ensefianza geografica prevalece una lectura descriptiva y analitica del espacio heredada del régimen militar, la
cual fue eliminando del mapa aquellas territorialidades mapuche en resistencia, y que mantiene la promocion de
discursos de desarrollo territorial de caracter capitalista que son poco criticos respecto al reconocimiento de los
derechos territoriales de comunidades mapuche del sur de Chile.



Creemos importante sefialar la necesidad de avanzar hacia una geografia que reconozca las diferencias, a través
de un didlogo de saberes con la sociedad chilena, necesarios para construir un camino hacia una geografia de la
paz. Para esto, es indispensable la formacion de estudiantes, profesionales, académicos e investigadores
sensibilizados con la realidad y el conocimiento territorial propio que emana desde los pueblos originarios.
Tenemos pendientes varias tareas: en primer lugar, discutiendo las politicas de desarrollo neoliberal que se
imponen a través de instrumentos como el Plan Araucania, que busca modificar la Ley Indigena para facilitar el
arriendo o venta de tierras indigenas de forma individual, sin abordar de forma seria, el trasfondo de las demandas
territoriales de los pueblos originarios. En segundo lugar, visibilizando el contexto geogréfico, social, histérico y
politico de las demandas de los pueblos originarios la cual es transversal a muchos de los temas que se trabajan
y ensefian en las escuelas de geografia del pais, que nos permita nutrir una lectura mas critica respecto a estas
situaciones y contribuir a sus posibles soluciones. En tercer lugar, cuestionando el modelo curricular monocultural
con el cual se ensefia geografia en las aulas escolares y universitarias, tendientes a homogeneizar categorias
espaciales relacionadas al mundo indigena, limitando comprensiones del espacio situadas culturalmente. En
cuarto lugar, fortaleciendo nuestro compromiso con las comunidades indigenas, por medio de trabajos serios de
cooperacién que nos obliga a renovar nuestras metodologias de trabajo, en el marco de una responsabilidad ética
de investigacion.

Queremos hacer un llamado a la academia geografica a prestar mayor atencion a las demandas territoriales de
los pueblos originarios, quienes han estado marcados por la pobreza y el despojo, cuyas resistencias y luchas
debemos hacernos cargo. Creemos que la Geografia es una disciplina relevante para la transformacién social y
para construir mundos mas esperanzadores que nos permitan hacer frente a las agresiones del proyecto neoliberal
y moderno. Y porque, como dice Daniela Catrileo:

“Hoy nos puede demostrar que su gesto es politico y no una mera extraccion epistemolégica. Hoy
necesitamos que todxs salgan de su comodidad, porque nos estan matando y no hay paper que aguante

ese dolor”



(English Version)
AGAINST A GEOPOLITICS OF DEATH,
A GEOGRAPHY FOR LIFE

Ngulumapu, Pew, 2018
Mapuche Territories in Chile, Spring, 2018

As geographers, who work in the territory of Wallmapu (Mapuche Territory) alongside the Mapuche people, we
share in the pain of the family and the Lof of our pefii/lamngen (brother) Camilo Catrillanca who was shot in the
head, in a cowardly act of murder by the Chilean police on Wednesday 14" of November in Traditional Temucuicui.
This episode occurred within a framework of political and police violence, which the Chilean state are exerting over
the Mapuche Lof (Mapuche territorial organisation) in Wallmapu (Historial ancestral Mapuche territory) because
the community is in resistance and now exercise control over their own territories. We express our opposition to
the unnecessary use of police force in the traditional community of Temucuicui, which violates the rights of children
and adolescents by exposing them to constant raids and violent police operations. For this reason, we demand the
demilitarization of the commune of Ercilla, the departure of the Special Police Operations Group (GOPE) and the
Jungle Command from the Araucania region, as well as the resignation of Andrés Chadwick, the interior minister
of Chile, whom we hold responsible for these events.

Since its beginnings, colonial violence in Wallmapu has been exercised by the national states of Argentina and
Chile, through accumulation by dispossession, derived from the appropriation of Mapuche territory by the armies
of sovereign powers and instrumentalised according to the guidelines of marketisation and modernist thinking in
order to convert it into private property. Today, the continuing practice of internal colonialism which continues to
oppress the knowledges and territorial practices of our people by imposing, through force, a politics of denial, which
imprisons and murders our young Weychafe (warriors) and Mapuche authorities — Logko (Political Leader), werkén
(messenger), machi (Spiritual Leader).

The community of Temucuicui, in the territory of Huequén, in the current Commune of Ercilla, is an example of
territorial resistance in Wallmapu, as it is the community which has recovered the greatest amount of land in the
last few decades, beginning with the Alaska Estate and later with the recovery of the Romana and Montenegro
Estates, which were previously under the control of forestry companies and land owners. The pefii/lamngen Camilo
Catrillanca, was one of the Weychafe who gave his life in this process of territorial recuperation. Once this territory
had been recovered, it was promised that neither the police, nor the State, would re-enter these territories. For this
reason, despite the police repression that was occurring on that tragic day within the territory, the pefii/lamngen
Camilo Catrillanca continued to advance with his tractor, thus exercising with his own body his territorial control
and his right to autonomy.

We believe that the systematic police repression carried out by GOPE and in particular “The Jungle Command” in
Wallmapu, not only hinders the constant efforts for a dialogue between the Mapuche communities, Chilean Society
and the State, but also incites violence in a territory that has been historically intervened with and impoverished by
the dominant society, creating a geography of terror, similar to that which has been done in Colombia to the
indigenous and afro-descendant peoples who have exercised their right to territoriality and self-determination. On
the other hand, the extractive model promoted by the State of Chile over our territories can be seen as a
geopolitics of death, which goes against ixofillmongen, that is to say against against all forms of life without
exception. Ngen(Spirits of Nature), leufu (River), lemu (trees), ufium (birds), wingkul (mountains), mallin (wetlands),
now find themselves threatened, along with many other entities which have a relationship with the Mapuche
existence, thus generating a structural, epistemic and ontological violence. This affects Az Mapu, the Mapuche
territorial order, by affecting the existence of our people. Added to this are the actions of the official media who
have constructed a geographical imaginary around the “red zone of the Mapuche conflict” and ethnic terrorism,
thus promoting a symbolic violence that criminalises the legitimate right to the resistance of a people and incites
racist discourses in Chilean society. The fight for our territory is not terrorism, the fight of our people is territorial
not terrorist.

Geography, as a social science has an outstanding debt with the Mapuche people, having been in complicit silence
in the face of an historical territorial dispute in Chile. This resistance to the opening up of these themes within



geography, which are both urgent and intimately linked to our task, is problematic. Although there are geographers
who have been working with Mapuche communities in the last 20 years, whose work has been published and
exhibited in congress, for the large part these discussions remain a marginal sphere of Geography. Meanwhile, we
see how within geographical teaching a descriptive reading of space inherited from the military regime prevails,
which eliminates Mapuche territories in resistance from the map and promotes discourses of territorial development
which are capitalist in character and are not critical with respect to the recognition of territorial rights of Mapuche
communities in the South of Chile.

We believe it is important to note, the need to move towards a geography which recognises differences, through a
dialogue between knowledges within Chilean society, this is necessary for building a path towards a geography of
peace. For this, it is essential to train students, professionals, academics and researchers with a sensibility to the
reality and territorial knowledges that emanate from indigenous/ native peoples. We have several important tasks:
firstly, to discuss the policies of neoliberal development which are imposed through instruments such as the
Araucania Plan, which seek to modify the Indigenous Law to facilitate the lease or sale of indigenous lands to
individuals without seriously addressing the background of the territorial demands of indigenous peoples. In second
place, to make visible the geographical, social, historical and political context of the demands of indigenous
peoples, which are transversal to many of the topics which are studied and taught in schools of geography
throughout the country, which permit us to nurture a more critical reading with respect to these situations and to
contribute to possible solutions. In third place, to question the monocultural curricular model with which geography
is taught in school and university classrooms, tending to homogenise spatial categories relating to the indigenous
world, thus limiting understandings of space culturally. In fourth place, to strengthen our commitment to indigenous
communities, through serious cooperative work which requires us to renew our methodologies within a framework
of ethical research responsibility.

We want to make a call to the geographical academy to pay greater attention to the territorial demands of
indigenous peoples, who have been marked by poverty and dispossession, and for whose resistance and struggles
we must now take responsibility. We believe that Geography is a relevant discipline for social transformation and
to build more hopeful worlds that will allow us to confront the aggressions of the neoliberal and modernist project.
And because, as Daniela Catrileo says:

“Today we can show that this is a political act and not a mere epistemological extraction. Today we need
everyone to leave their comfort zones, because they are killing us, and no mere article can withstand that

pain.”
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